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Sandi Watson 

Before I start, I want to take a moment to say how much I appreciate our church staff.    

I am grateful for the beautiful music that Doug and the choir bring us each Sunday 
morning.   I am grateful for the millions of things Susan does to keep this place 
humming and for the times she’s kept me from doing stupid things or overlooking 
needed ones.   I am grateful for all that Barbara does to lead our youth groups and 
Sunday School classes.  And Reverend Bailey, I am grateful that you are our teacher 
and pastor.   You are the real deal.  

 
Like many people, I drifted away from church after high school.  I was asking myself 
questions: 

 I work hard all week.  Why would I give up lazy Sunday mornings to go to 
church?   

 Why is there so much suffering in the world?   
 Why do many so famous people who claim to be Christian oppose gay rights?  

Some of the people I care most about are gay or lesbian.   

In time, I had new questions: 
 I work hard all week but my job does not feed my spirit.  How can I add more 

meaning to my life? 
 Given that there is so much suffering in the world, why am I not doing more to 

help? 
 Where can I find a community that accepts all people? 

 
Here at Centre Church I found meaningful worship.  I found generous people who are 
determined to help others.   I found a congregation that is Open and Affirming, that is 
happy to welcome anyone who shows up.   

As a bonus, I found a congregation that cares about kids.  My daughter’s attendance 
here was brief – my young scientist is more like John Siever’s Dad than she is like me – 
but I am convinced that something special happens in Sunday School and in the Youth 
Groups at this church.   However short or long the time, our kids are better people for 
their experiences here.     

Who benefits from that?   Everyone.    

There’s a saying that “Life begins at the end of your comfort zone.”   Is it corny?   Yes.   

But is it true?  For me, yes.  Absolutely. 



When I first volunteered for Heifer, I was scared out of my mind at the idea of speaking 
in front of people.   Lots of you have helped me grow in my volunteering, way too many 
to mention this morning.  Thank you for encouraging me!  These days, speaking for 
Heifer just makes me happy.   It’s because of your support that I Heiferize at churches 
and schools all over this area, raising awareness of hunger and poverty issues and 
talking about the ways that Heifer makes lasting change possible.   

Now it’s time for me to dig deeper, to see if I can serve in a new way by leading the 
outreach team.   I am grateful for my outreach peeps – Liz DeSantis, Rick Carey, Jeff 
Law, and Jeff Langill.   I am grateful that we’re working to build on the foundation that 
Peggy Batchelder, Chris Gehret, and many others established here.   

I am also deeply grateful for the continuing generosity of this congregation. 

I wrote to you recently about outreach being a choice that we make.   

We choose to give our time, energy, and money to help people.  The meals prepared by 
the Bread and Roses team matter.  Our gifts to Haven from Hunger, City Mission 
Society, Nevins Farm, the Lynn Shelter, and Heifer International all make a difference.   

And for sure the mission trips matter!  The people on these trips provide critical help for 
families in need and grow in their faith together.    

Outreach is a choice.   

We choose compassionate action.   I can’t wait to see what we do next. 


